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the direct management of the Government of India, that is, the
Governor-General in Council. For the transaction of this busi-
ness there is, and always has been, in the secretariat of the
'Government of India, a separate secretary, whose official desig-
nation is that of " Foreign Secretary." One section of his work
is external, and truly foreign, concerning countries outside India.
Another part is, in a strict sense, internal, relating to Native
States inside India, which are under the control, though
not the direct administration, of the Indian Government.
Much of prestige interest- and popularity amongst the public
service, has always attached to the Political Department, and
the Foreign Secretaryship is regarded as the choicest post in the
Indian secretariat.

When an offer of the Foreign Secretaryship came to me from
the Governor-General, I was Resident at Hyderabad, or in
official language British Eesident at the Court of His Highness
the Mzam of the Deccan. This post of Eesident at Hyderabad is
the highest of the political or diplomatic appointments under the
Government of India. When it was offered to me, I was Chief
Commissioner of the Central Provinces, as already explained in
chapter XL, and felt some reluctance in moving to Hyderabad.
But the then Eesident, Sir George Yule, was being promoted to
a seat in the Governor-Generars Council, and at that moment
one of the periodical crises between the Nizam and his
Minister was going on, therefore in the event of any trouble
arising the new Eesident would have important duties to dis-
charge. So I quitted the Central Provinces, with hearty regret
for the people among whom I had worked so hard, but with
happy anticipations of a career in pastures new. Having served t
some time at Hyderabad, and learnt to regard the Eesidentship
as the pleasantest appointment that could be found, I was
to undergo another change, this time to a still higher post in
the same line. So I departed from Hyderabad, sorry to part
from those left behind, but hopeful regarding all that, might be
before me.

As the Eesidentship of Hyderabad may be considered to
constitute a preparation for the Foreign Secretaryship, and as